Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Szafrański, 2006) . For similar structures, see : Chen, 2009; Wang, 2010 . The title compound has been synthesized in our laboratory and its crystal structure is reported here.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound consists of one 4-ethylanilinium cation and one hydrogen malonate anion (Fig 1) , in which complete transfer of a single H atom from the acid component to the basic component has occurred. In the crystal structure, the hydrogen malonate anions are linked into one-dimensional infinite chains parallel to b-axis by intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds of the type COO -···HO 2 C in a "head-to-tail" fashion. The 4-ethylanilinium cations link adjacent anion chains by intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds into a two-dimensional network running parallel to the b and c-axes . (Fig 2) . Hydrogen bonds of intermolecular N-H···O and O-H···O make great contribution to the stability of the crystal structure (Table 1) . Experimental 1.04 g (10 mmol) malonic acid hydrate was dissolved in 50 ml ethanol, to which 1.21 g (10 mmol) 4-ethybenzenamine was added to afford a solution without any precipitation under stirring at ambient temperature. Single crystals suitable for X-ray structure analysis were obtained by the slow evaporation of the above solution after 3 days in air.
The dielectric constant of the compound as a function of temperature indicates that the permittivity is basically temperature-independent (ε = C/(T-T 0 )), suggesting that this compound is not ferroelectric or there may be no distinct phase transition occurring within the measured temperature range between 93 K and 362 K (m.p. 
4-Ethylanilinium 2-carboxyacetate
Crystal data Symmetry codes: (i) x, −y+3/2, z+1/2; (ii) −x+2, y+1/2, −z+1/2; (iii) x, y+1, z; (iv) −x+2, y−1/2, −z+1/2.
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